They say the

Commissioner's confirmation

is not about partisan politics...

“I still hope to steer the education commissioner's confirmation process away from partisanship. If there is one

area where politics should not play a central role, it is in the education of our
children.” - steve Kelley, Star Tribune, April 11, 2004

_BUT - that’

Terms:

Citizens social studies
standards: were developed
according to state law in an opery
process involving parentgach-
ers administratorsschool board
members and_business people
from throughout Minnesota.

Kelley social studies stan-
dards: developed through a
nonpublic process by a “self-
appointed” committee with no
“parent,” or business representa-
tive and only 2 out state partici-
pants.

What to do:

Support the Commissioner:

X  Call, write or e-mail your
Senator.Ask them to support
the Commissioner.

Call, write or e-mail Senator
Kelley. 651-297-8065 -
sen.steve.kelley@senate.mr
Tell him you support the
Commissioner. Ask him to
stop politicizing education.

Support Citizen Standards:

X  Call, write or e-mail your
Senator. Ask them to suppor
the citizen committee social
studies standards. Ask them
to oppose the Kelley stan-
dards.

Call, write or e-mail Senator
Kelley. Tell him you support
the citizen committee stan-
dards. Ask him to stop politi-
cizing education.
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s exactly what it's all about...

Many of those attacking the Commissioner also vocally
oppose the proposed social studies standards created by
a citizen’s committee of Minnesotans.

The Commissioner’s opponents attack her as Opponents accuse
“kooky,” “totally scholastically retarded,” and Yecke of “politicizing”
“dlsre_spectful” for advocatlng_standaro!s that, whil education, as demon-
teaching the bad about America, also include the . :
good. Democrats in the House urged the DFL- Strat_ecj in the social
controlled Senate to withhold Yecke’s confirmatio Studies standards.
because she advo- X They complain the
cated “politically writing process wasn't

_ “open” enough.
gl;?(;g?d stan They say it was a parti-

san committee even
An outspoken though many democ-
opponent of both

rats served.

Yecke and the so- Despite their profuse criti-
cial studies stan- cisms of Yecke and the
dards, and an author of the Kelley social studies citizen committee stan-
standards, Minneapolis teacher Michael Boucher dards, the Kelley standard
complains about the “right wing agenda” in the cit @uthors are now supporting
zen committee standards. Just what is that consp & document created with 0
torial agenda?Accentuating states rights over civil PUPlic oversight by out-

. o » rightly partisan individuals.
rights and the individual over the common good. (see reverse side for details)

Opponents say Yecke is
“politicizing” education, as
demonstrated in the social
studies standards. But just
what type of “politicizing”
do they oppose?

Senator Kelley, chair of the Education Committ
who is leading the charge against the citizen
mittee standards and the Commissioner, has &
vocated that the “The Declaration [of Indepenc
ence] is not a founding document.”

It seems to most that concepts of states right
individual rights, and the Declaration of Indepen
ence, far from being radical, are representative G
mainstream America.



What type of “nonpoliticizing of education” do Senator Kelley and those

opposing the Commissioner and the social studies standards support?
Who Wrote Kelley's Standards?

These standards were written in secret, without the intense public scrutiny

of the citizen’s committee standards. In fact, it took almost three weeks for

On March 21. the Senate Educa- Senator Kelley to produce a list of names as to who actually wrote his stan-
tion Committee considered the ~ dards

Kelley social studies standards, a By then, the Senate Democrats had already passed the Kelley standards —
document of which one of its au- without even knowing who wrote them. Obviously, even though the citizen
thors even said,seemed to appear committee makeup represented the Commissioner’s “partisanship” and
from nowherée

“divisiveness,” it didn’'t matter when the Democrats were in control.
Professor Sareh Charmbers,
teaches a Compal ative
\Women's History Work- d
shop and isone of the Ke-
ley gtandards’ authors.

Who served on the “self-appointed”’ Kelley committee?

Knowing just who served on the “self-appointed” Kelley committee is even more revealing as to the type of
“nonpartisanship” and “representation” advocated by those who oppose the Commissioner.

Of the members of the “self appointed” Kelley committee:

x 100% of recorded state contributions weniBL candidate for Governor,
She writes. Roger Moe.
«  wife beating, far fromre

ﬂ-écti ng deviant pehavior, lfof
integral 10 the enfor cen_ner_\%
mal e domination... Sometl_‘_
that condone pub_\ ic surve\h <
|ance of privatehves, uc s
thosein early modern El%r p
and colonial America, O errh
wives some protection fro

violence." (PP 31-32) ['To ‘V(‘ie o
of a Man like My HUSDaG, &

Company Me' 1999, Journal 0

Vol 11 No 1 (Spring)l

Within the Civics and US/World History committees:
x 14 women and 6 men

x 8teachers, 11 U of M professpisWe the People representative, 0 “parent”
representative® administrator) school board membeasd 0 business repre-
sentatives

x 18 lived in the metro area - 2 were from out state Minnesota

x While 20 of the professor’s listed interests included social or cultural is-
sues, only 6 interests involving the US were listed

x At least five of the six women professors are associated with the U of M
Center for Advanced Feminist Studies, Women's Studies, or Women's History.

Problems with the content in the Kelley standards

x The Kelley standards minimize national sovereignty and instead use the word “global’ 32 times.
x The Kelley standards don’t teach about “self-evident truths” or the “free market.”

x The Kelley standards have an obvious anti-Christian bias. The Kelley standards replace AD (Anno Dom-

ino) and BC (Before Christ) with the acronyms CE (Common Era) and BCE (Before Common Era) to as-
sure that no one dare speak words that might reveal the true history of
western civilization.

itical” through his
Kelley's definition of “nonpartisanship’ and “nonpoalitical, demonstrated g

hose who authored his gandards, are far outside that of average Minnesot?ns. o
?If;\gSECommissioner’s opponents might call her pa;r\ﬂsaonne C
political, while trying to claim they are no:‘. V\ihe(;n|r e
closer however, the truth speaks louder than



